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EFTERKLANG
with Buke & Gass

“One of the world’s most uniquely-minded bands ... they’re absolutely worthy of recognition 
beyond their present profile. To see them live, the core four expanded, is mesmeric.” —BBC

RALPH LEMON
How Can You Stay in the House All Day and 

Not Go Anywhere?

“One of the most adventurous artists working today.” —Time Out (New York) 
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Dave DOUGLAS & KEYSTONE/BILL MORRISON
Spark of Being

“Over the past fifteen years, Bill Morrison has created a remarkable series of found-footage 
films that highlight the ravages of time and decay on the filmed image.” —Senses of Cinema

“A hell of a trumpeter who happens to also be a hell of an all-around musician.” —JazzTimes

KIDD PIVOT FRANKFURT RM
Dark Matters

“It’s the kind of audacious, witty work that makes you excited about dance.”  
—Georgia Straight (Vancouver)
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EIKO & KOMA
Naked

“There is no one like these two dancer-choreographers. Theirs is the intensity of strong, white 
light, exhausting but beautiful.” —Dance Magazine

BRAD MEHLDAU  
Highway Rider  

with The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra

“It’s restless, exploratory music in its self-assurance, whether running with melodic hooks, flirt-
ing with dissonance, or coaxing sly swing from the orchestra.” —City Pages
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CHOREOGRAPHERS’ EVENING
Curated by Susana di Palma

“A cornucopia of Twin Cities dance ... [a] smorgasbord of emerging and mature talent from 
across the dance spectrum.” —MinnPost.com

Jenny Scheinman 
MISCHIEF AND MAYHEM

Featuring Nels Cline, Jim Black, and Todd Sickafoose

“Expect pure magic from the alchemical mixture of folk-influenced avant-jazz compositions, 
droning soundscapes, and exuberant, rock-infused improvisations.” —New Yorker
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BETONTANC/UMKA.LV
Show Your Face!

“Betontanc and Umka.lv ... have compacted almost all the horror and absurdity of our time. 
Dark in content and black in form, the performance has incredibly emotional (live!) music and 
admiringly healthy irony toward their own story.” —Delfi

GOB SQUAD
Gob Squad’s Kitchen (You’ve Never Had It So Good)

“What gradually emerges out of the apparent chaos is an increasingly moving meditation on 
the nature of self and the unknowability of the past.” —Guardian (UK) 
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BERLIN
Bonanza—A Documentary for Five Screens

“Bonanza is an intelligently made, sometimes hilarious and yet oh so poignant Paradise 
Lost.” —Zone 09 (Ghent, Belgium)
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The Walker offers Twin Cities audiences some 
of the most original, daring, and unforgettable  
live performing art experiences available 
anywhere in the world. Many of these projects 
share a joyous disregard of standard artistic 
disciplinary boundaries—jazz composers collab-
orate with filmmakers, dancers join puppeteers, 
theater artists integrate film into their pieces, 
and choreographers create “living installations” 
in a gallery. 

The season features a five-part Adventures 
in New Puppetry series, showcasing virtuosic 
works from South Africa, Latvia, Canada, 
England, and Minnesota. This year’s celebrated 
Out There festival of alternative performance 
features a full spectrum of thrilling work drawn 
from across Europe. Join us to welcome the 
return of acclaimed artists Ralph Lemon, Eiko 
& Koma, the Kronos Quartet, Gob Squad, and 
Improbable Theatre as well as many voices 
from across the world new to Minnesota.

PERFORMING ARTS SEASON 2010–2011

WALKER ART CENTER

247 Artists 5 commissions
3 world premieres
13 countries
6 U.S. debuts
22 events
40 years of
groundbreaking
international
performance
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Ticket Information

612.375.7600    
walkerart.org/tickets

Unless otherwise noted, all events take place in  
the Walker’s McGuire Theater. Price for Walker 
members is indicated by ($).

Buy More, Save More.

Save on your entire order when you purchase  
a package of five or more performances by  
December 1, 2010.

Save 15% when you buy 5–6
Save 20% when you buy 7–9
Save 25% when you buy 10+

To redeem this offer, call 612.375.7600.

Students
A limited number of discounted tickets are available 
for students with valid school ID. Call 612.375.7600 
for availability.

Groups
Discounted tickets are available for groups of 
10 or more. Contact groups@walkerart.org or 
612.375.7569.

Walker Members Save

Walker members save up to 20% on performance, 
film, and other event tickets and also receive free 
unlimited admission to the Walker galleries and a 
10% discount in the restaurants and shop. 

To become a member, call 612.375.7600 or visit  
membership.walkerart.org.

Registered artists at mnartists.org receive a $10 
discount on Walker memberships and access to all 
the benefits listed above. 

Performing Arts   Season Preview

 
 

Thursday, September 9, 7 pm   Free

Performing arts senior curator Philip Bither 
presents videos, music, and backstories for the 
intriguing new projects, major commissions, 
boundary-bending collaborations, returning 
eminent artists, and fresh voices from across 
the world that make up this rousing season.  
 

Target Free Thursday Nights sponsored by

The Walker Art Center’s performing arts programs are made 
possible by generous support from the Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation through the Doris Duke Performing Arts Fund, the 
William and Nadine McGuire Commissioning Fund, The McKnight 
Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
  

The Walker Art Center’s Dance Season is sponsored by

Additional support is generously provided by Engaging Dance  
Audiences, administered by Dance/USA with funding from  
the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and the James Irvine 
Foundation.

 

The Walker Art Center’s Music Season is sponsored by

The Walker Art Center’s Jazz programs are supported by Mid  
Atlantic Arts Foundation and Chamber Music America’s Presenting 
Jazz Program, through the generous support of the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation. 

Producers’ Council
Performing Arts programs and commissions at the Walker are 
generously supported by members of the Producers’ Council:  
Russell Cowles; Sage and John Cowles; Robert and Katherine 
Goodale; Nor Hall and Roger Hale; King’s Fountain/Barbara  
Watson Pillsbury and Henry Pillsbury; Emily Maltz; Dr. William W. 
and Nadine M. McGuire; Leni and David Moore, Jr.; Josine Peters; 
Mike and Elizabeth Sweeney; and Frances and Frank Wilkinson.

Walker Art Center programming is made possible by its  
Premier Partners.

PERFORMING ARTS SEASON 2010–2011PERFORMING ARTS SEASON 2010–2011
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Music
Season Launch Party/Concert

Efterklang
with Buke & Gass

Saturday, September 11, 8 pm
Preshow gathering in the Balcony 
Bar, 7–8 pm
$18 ($15)

Enter the inspired musical uni-
verse of Efterklang: otherworldly 
pop meets ambitious and intimate 
orchestration for a sound that 
is both sweepingly majestic and 
instantly catchy. Known for their 
joyous and stunning live shows, 
this seven-member Copenhagen-
based ensemble of multi-instru-
mentalists “has a knack for 
gorgeous, slow-motion buildups 
and sudden, shivery drop-offs; 
the music gleams and drips like 
an ice sculpture that never stops 
melting” (New York Times). 
Brooklyn-based duo Buke & 
Gass opens with a jaunty and 
propulsive drum and string set. 
Copresented with the Cedar.

Before the performance, join 
the season launch party in the 
Balcony Bar for complimentary 
food and drink.
Support provided by The McKnight Foundation.

Dance/Theater/Installation   
Walker Commission
 Ralph Lemon             
How Can You Stay in the 
House All Day and Not 
Go Anywhere?

Thursday–Saturday,  
September 23–25, 8 pm
$20 ($16) Thursday  
$28 ($24) Friday–Saturday

Inspired by his seven-year  
collaboration with Walter Carter, 
a 102-year-old former sharecrop-
per from the Mississippi Delta, 
Ralph Lemon’s new four-part  
multimedia performance explores 
the complexities of impermanence 
and time. The piece features the 
remarkable six-member dance 
ensemble that appeared in his 
last opus, Come home Charley 
Patton. Drawing from myths and 
realities, How Can You Stay 
in the House All Day and Not 
Go Anywhere? reminds us, as 
Lemon says, of “the special,  
ordinary, and inspiring human 
commonality of how one lives  
a life.” The Walker continues  
its 20-year relationship with  
Minneapolis native Lemon, a 
modern-day choreographer who 
merges text, media, sound, and 
visual art with dance.
 
Concluding Event
Meditation
Sunday, September 26,  
11 am–5 pm   Free

Please join us for Part Four of 
Lemon’s How Can You Stay ...?, 
an immersive light and film 
installation that will transform the 
theater into a gallery.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commissioned by the Walker Art Center, 
Brooklyn Academy of Music, Krannert Center 
for the Performing Arts/University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, and On the Boards. 
Support provided by the William and Nadine 
McGuire Commissioning Fund, the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, and the National Dance Project 
of the New England Foundation for the Arts.

Jazz/Film
Walker Commission

Dave 
Douglas & 
Keystone/
Bill 
Morrison
Spark of Being

Thursday, October 7, 8 pm
$25 ($21)

Two master innovators—jazz  
trumpeter/composer Dave  
Douglas and experimental film-
maker Bill Morrison—collab- 
orate on a monumental retelling 
of the Frankenstein myth. The 
Grammy-nominated sextet  
Keystone combines electric jazz 
with turntables to accompany 
Morrison’s film collage of new, 
archival, and distressed footage. 
“Morrison works with discarded 
celluloid rather than dissecting 
room castoffs, but he’s long felt 
a creative kinship with Dr. Victor 
Frankenstein” (Mercury News). 
“Arguably the most prolific and 
original trumpeter/composer  
of his generation” (Amazon), 
Douglas has been a member 
of John Zorn’s Masada and has 
worked with the Trisha Brown 
Dance Company.
Commissioned by the Walker Art Center and 
Stanford Lively Arts. Support provided by 
Chamber Music America’s Presenting Jazz 
Program through generous support of the  
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, the William 
and Nadine McGuire Commissioning Fund, and 
the National Endowment for the Arts.

Dance/Puppetry/Theater

Kidd Pivot
FRANKFURT 
RM
Dark Matters

Thursday–Saturday,  
October 14–16, 8 pm
$18 ($15) Thursday;  
$25 ($21) Friday–Saturday

 
 
 

Canadian dancer/choreographer 
Crystal Pite and her company 
break out in the United States 
with her newest piece, Dark 
Matters. The title refers both to 
astrophysics and human impulses, 
exploring the idea of undetect-
able forces at work in cosmology. 
This stunning theatrical hybrid 
of puppetry and dance opens as 
a sinister fable in which an artist 
creates a puppet with fateful  
results, and culminates in electri-
fying contemporary ballet. Pite’s 
choreographic language—edgy, 
gorgeously fluid—shows the  
influence of years dancing with 
William Forsythe’s Ballett Frank-
furt, but is seasoned with her own 
humor, intelligence, and intensity. 
Support provided by Producers’ Council  
members Robert and Katherine Goodale.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance/Installation 
Walker Commission

Eiko & Koma                                                                                         
Naked

November 2–30 in Gallery 2
Tuesday–Sunday, 11 am–5 pm; 
Thursday, 3–9 pm
Free with gallery admission 

Art forms merge and a gallery 
becomes a stage. Naked is a 
dance/visual art installation in 
which renowned Japanese move-
ment artists Eiko & Koma inhabit 
the Walker’s Event Horizon 
exhibition. Created specifically for 
the space, this organic monthlong 
performance touches on universal 
themes relating to nature and 
the body. The artists explore a 
conceptual environment that will 
capture your senses, while their 
exposed bodies serve as a meta-
phor for raw human existence and 
the longing of the soul. Stay for a 
few minutes or the entire day, or 
return numerous times to see the 
piece evolve.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Related Events
Eiko & Koma will present Raven 
at Free First Saturday (October 2) 
as well as participate in a dance 
workshop (October 21) and a 
Talking Dance lecture (October 
28). This fall, their work will also 
be featured in a three-month run 
of film screenings. For details 
about the Eiko & Koma residency 
and their landmark retrospective 
project, visit walkerart.org.
As part of the Walker Art Center’s Expanding 
the Rules of Engagement with Artists and 
Audiences initiative, this program is made 
possible by the Bush Foundation.  
 
Naked is a Walker Art Center commission. 
Support provided by the William and  
Nadine McGuire Commissioning Fund, the  
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. Additional 
support for Raven provided by the National 
Dance Project of the New England Foundation 
for the Arts.

Adventures
in New

Puppetry
Chapter 1

Photo: Dean Buscher

Photo: Anna Lee Cam
pbell

Photo: Linda A. Cicero/ 
Stanford News Service

Photo courtesy the artists

Photos: Antoine Tem
pé
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Puppetry

Betontanc/ 
Umka.lv             
Show Your Face!

Thursday–Saturday, 
January 6–8, 8 pm

In this virtuoso yet low-tech 
triumph of storytelling, seven  
actors and three musicians  
bring an empty snowsuit to life— 
a faceless everyman on a dark  
odyssey through the 20th  
century. Accompanied by live  
music, this award-winning  
collaboration by avant-garde 
Slovene physical theater troupe 
Betontanc, Latvian object theater 
masters Umka.lv, and the Slovene 
pop-electronic group Silence “cre-
ates a touching and vulnerable 
tale about life in a world without 
utopia and hope.... It is the syn-
ergy between the performances 
and the audience that turns the 
play into genuine theater magic” 
(Borštnik Theatre Festival).
Support provided by Producers’ Council 
members Nor Hall and Roger Hale and by the 
Trust for Mutual Understanding.

OUT THERE: New European Performance (1/6–29/2011)

Theater

Gob Squad              
Gob Squad’s Kitchen 
(You’ve Never Had It 
So Good)                           

Thursday–Saturday, 
January 13–15, 8 pm

 

“I live my part too—only I can’t 
figure out what my part is in this 
movie,” says Edie Sedgwick in 
Andy Warhol’s Kitchen. Now the 
German/British collective Gob 
Squad, whose hit Super Night 
Shot opened the 2007–2008 
season, re-creates Warhol’s 
seldom-seen movie as theater for 
the Reality TV generation. Simul-
taneously acted out and screened 
onstage, Gob Squad’s Kitchen 
becomes a quest for the original 
and the authentic, the here and 
now, and the hidden depths  
beneath the shiny surfaces of 
modern life. By fixating on the 
past, Gob Squad ponders the 
mystery of our future.
Support provided by the Goethe-Institut 
Munich.

Adventures
in New

Puppetry
Chapter 2

Photo: M
atevz̆ Rudl

From Slovenia and Latvia to the UK, Belgium, and France, Out There 2011 surveys the future of 
new theatrical art breaking out across Europe. These widely diverse performance alternatives share 
one distinct trait: they mash up influences and disciplines with abandon, offering thrilling combina-
tions of visual theater, film, puppetry, installation, movement, and physical drama.

Out There Package
See all performances for $50! To take advantage 
of this offer, call 612.375.7600.

Single Tickets 
$18 ($15) Thursday; $22 ($18) Friday–Saturday 

Out There and Then Some
During the four-week festival, meet and talk with 
the artists after the shows, and participate in 
Saturday-morning workshops with Out There  
company members. Visit walkerart.org for details.

Music
World Premiere

Brad   Mehldau
Highway Rider 
with The Saint Paul  
Chamber Orchestra 

Friday–Saturday,
November 5–6, 8 pm
$25 ($21) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pianist Brad Mehldau joins forces 
with the Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra (SPCO) for the live 
premiere of a new milestone in 
symphonic jazz recordings,  
Highway Rider. In a 15-year 
career marked by its amazing 
scope, Mehldau has earned 
acclaim for his complex yet spar-
kling improvisations, and for 
a style that ranges from the un-
abashedly cerebral to the mood-
ily romantic. This latest work 
encompasses a host of influences 
ranging from jazz giants to  
German Romantics to dissonant 
modernists, but transcends them 
as something wholly original. 
Its performance at the Walker 
with the SPCO is a journey into 
fresh musical territory on a grand 
scale. Conducted by Scott Yoo, 
the concert features star saxo-
phonist Joshua Redman, Larry 
Grenadier, Jeff Ballard, and Matt 
Chamberlain. Copresented with 
the SPCO.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance
 Choreo-  graphers’   Evening             
Curated by Susana di Palma

Saturday, November 27,  
7 and 9:30 pm
$20 ($16)

For almost 40 years, the Walker’s 
Choreographers’ Evening has 
served as the major gathering for 
the Twin Cities’ thriving dance 
community. Celebrate the remark-
ably diverse range of Minnesota 
dance—from established choreog-
raphers playing with new ideas to 
some of the freshest talent on the 
scene. This year’s program, focus-
ing on global elements within the 
Twin Cities dance community, 
is curated by renowned Spanish 
Nuevo flamenco dancer/choreog-
rapher Susana di Palma, artistic 
director of Zorongo Flamenco 
Dance Theater.
Support provided by The McKnight Foundation.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music
 JENNY 
SCHEINMAN
MISCHIEF AND MAYHEM 
featuring Jim Black, 
Nels Cline, and Todd Sickafoose

Thursday, December 2, 8 pm
$22 ($18)

This aptly titled jazz super group 
is led by Jenny Scheinman, a 
legend in American folk/country/
rock/jazz music, who has worked 
with artists such as Lucinda  
Williams, Bill Frisell, and Lou 
Reed, while drummer Jim Black 
is revered for his technique, 
futuristic concepts, and the 
joy and invention he brings to 
his performances. Wilco guitar 
hero Nels Cline is known for his 
improvisational brilliance, ex-
quisite use of noise, and diverse 
range of sonic styles and side 
collaborations with such stars as 
Charlie Haden and Willie Nelson. 
Completing the mayhem is genre-
bending bassist Todd Sickafoose, 
who plays well with others and is 
“Ani DeFranco’s secret weapon” 
(New Yorker).

Photo: Augusta Quirk

Photo: Cam
eron W

ittig

Photo: M
ichael W

ilson
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OUT THERE: New European Performance (1/6–29/2011)

Music
 Kronos   Quartet x 2             
MUSIC WITHOUT BORDERS
Friday, February 4, 8 pm

WHAT’S NEW?
Saturday, February 5, 8 pm

$45 both shows;  
$30 ($25) single show

No other ensemble has trans-
formed the sound of chamber  
music in recent decades more 
than the charismatic Kronos Quar-
tet. After an eight-year absence, 
Kronos returns to the Walker with 
two distinctly different programs 
that showcase their fearless spirit 
of exploration and experimenta-
tion as well as their theatrical, 
even playful approach in concert. 
For Friday’s program, look for 
pieces from their latest recording, 
Floodplain, a stunning sonic tap-
estry of adventurous new music 
by young composers from Egypt, 
Lebanon, Azerbaijan, and Iraq. 
On Saturday, Kronos offers new 
compositions from the outposts 
of indy rock, jazz, and electronic 
music by Maria Schneider, Bryce 
Dressner (The National), Damon 
Albarn (Gorillaz), J. G. Thirlwell 
(Foetus), and more. 

Music/Film

Sam Green/  Dave Cerf
Utopia in Four  
Movements
with the Quavers

Saturday, February 12, 7:30 pm    
$15 ($12)
Cinema

This provocative “live documen-
tary” explores the concept of 
utopia in the contemporary world 
by presenting four vignettes on 
experiments of the past century—
from the universal language of 
Esperanto to a “world’s largest” 
shopping mall in the remote 
city of Dongguan, China—in a 
multimedia cinematic experi-
ence. Academy Award–nominated 
director Sam Green offers live 
narration that cues a stirring 
pastiche of still and moving im-
ages as musician Dave Cerf mixes 
a live soundtrack of samples 
and loops. Brooklyn-based band 
the Quavers performs a lyrical 
score live. “Utopia represents 
a celebration of big dreams as 
well as an homage to cinema as 
collective experience and event... 
embodying hope, fashioning new 
possibilities from old dreams” 
(San Francisco International Film 
Festival).
Presented in conjunction with the Walker’s 
film series Expanding the Frame. 

Dance/Theater
Walker Commission

Sarah   Michelson/   Richard   Maxwell            
Martyrdom  

Thursday–Saturday,
February 17–19, 8 pm
$18 ($15) Thursday; 
$25 ($21) Friday–Saturday 
 
Choreographer Sarah Michelson 
and playwright/director Richard 
Maxwell are both known for 
strangely transfixing, fiercely 
uncompromising productions that 
can’t happen anywhere except 
live onstage. While Michelson is 
acclaimed for visually striking, 
expansive spectacles such as  
Daylight (For Minneapolis)—
a Walker premiere in 2005— 
the aesthetic and language in  
Maxwell’s plays range from 
profound to deceptively simple. 
Collaborating for the first time, 
the pair brings their seemingly 
divergent visions to a story bal-
let written by Maxwell, which 
inspired Michelson to create this 
new work for her company of 
dancers and Maxwell’s veteran 
actor/performers. Copresented 
with the National Performance 
Network (NPN).

Commissioned by the Walker Art Center and 
The Kitchen. Support provided by the William 
and Nadine McGuire Commissioning Fund, 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Producers’ 
Council members Leni and David Moore, Jr./
The Moore Family Fund for the Arts of  
The Minneapolis Foundation, the National  
Endowment for the Arts, and the National 
Dance Project of the New England Foundation  
for the Arts. This work is a National  
Performance Network (NPN) Creation Fund 
Project commissioned by the Walker in  
partnership with On the Boards, ODC Theater, 
and the NPN.

Photos: (top) Sidney Chen; (bottom
) Luis Delgado

Photo courtesy the artist

Photo: Theo Rigby

 
 
 

Theater

Philippe 
Quesne/  Vivarium   Studio
L’effet de Serge

Thursday–Saturday,
January 27–29, 8 pm

 
 
 

Sundays are a high point for 
Serge. That’s when this reserved, 
socially awkward character invites 
friends to his sparsely furnished 
apartment for concocted micro-
performances in which he brings 
toys and assorted odds and ends 
to life before their eyes. Homing 
in on the singular magic of live 
performance, L’effet de Serge 
is a surprisingly humorous and 
touching tribute to the pleasures 
and the necessity of art. This 
deceptively bare-bones produc-
tion was conceived, directed, and 
designed by Philippe Quesne and 
his “theatrical laboratory,” the 
Vivarium Studio in Paris. Noted 
for works that playfully question 
society—and always incorporate a 
smoke machine—Quesne uncov-
ers the sublime moments hidden 
in everyday life, addressing big 
themes in small, endearingly  
odd ways.
Support provided by Producers’ Council  
members King’s Fountain/Barbara Watson 
Pillsbury and Henry Pillsbury, and Etant 
donnés: The French-American Fund for the 
Performing Arts, a program of French  
American Cultural Exchange (FACE).

 

Film/Theater

Berlin
Bonanza— 
A Documentary for  
Five Screens

Thursday–Saturday,
January 20–22
Thursday, 8 pm; 
Friday–Saturday, 7 and 9:30 pm

This unique documentary by the 
Antwerp-based multimedia group 
Berlin brings to life an intimate 
portrait of the smallest (and 
wackiest) town in Colorado. 
Bonanza is made up of seven 
inhabitants, a city council, and a 
mayor who doesn’t live within  
the city limits. The citizens lead 
oddly charming and independent 
lives, but their solitude is dis-
rupted by fights, gossip, murder, 
and a lawsuit, putting the exis-
tence of the town at risk. A large 
scale model and five onstage 
screens represent each household 
in this fascinating portrait of a 
city, an inspired melding of film 
and theater.
Presented in conjunction with the Walker’s 
film series Expanding the Frame.  
 
Support provided by Producers’ Council  
members Leni and David Moore, Jr./The 
Moore Family Fund for the Arts of The  
Minneapolis Foundation. 

Photos: ©
 Berlin [berlinberlin.be] 

Photo: M
artin Argyroglo
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Music
World Premiere

Tyondai 
Braxton/  Wordless   Music 
Orchestra 
Central Market

Friday, March 4, 8 pm
$25 ($21)

Best known for his role in the 
tech-rock ensemble Battles, 
Tyondai Braxton is also a prolific 
composer and solo performer, 
summoning astounding sound 
from a head-spinning mix of 
live instrumentation, loops, and 
samples. For his latest recording, 
Central Market, he conjures 
sweeping symphonics, heady  
compositions, crashing guitars, 
and slyly playful sounds for a 
robust, wholly original music  
that lives happily outside both 
rock clubs and symphony halls. 
Rounding out the program will be 
works by Caleb Burhaus, Louis 
Andriessen, and John Adams. 
Braxton will be joined by the 
30-member Wordless Music 
Orchestra, a New York–based 
ensemble dedicated to creating 
new concert experiences that 
bridge the gap between classical 
and rock. Presented in associa-
tion with Wordless Music.

Puppetry/Theater

Toy Theatre  AFTER DARK 

Thursday–Sunday, March 10–20, 
Program 1 (all ages)
Program 2 (ages 12 and above)
Times/dates: walkerart.org
$15 ($12) per show; $8 under 12; 
festival pass $25 ($20)
Open Eye Figure Theatre, 
508 East 24th Street, 
Minneapolis

Intimate, inventive, and wonder-
fully odd, toy theater has enjoyed 
a resurgence in recent years, 
especially in the Twin Cities. From 
shows-in-a-suitcase, paper mari-
onettes, and wearable theater 
to shadow plays, weird object 
animation, and table-top cantasto-
rias (sung stories), a new wave of 
theater miniaturists is captivating 
audiences with fresh approaches 
to an old art form. The award-
winning Open Eye Figure Theatre 
began showcasing the burgeon-
ing local scene in 2007, and 
now partners with the Walker to 
expand into a two-week festival 
and present a program that 
includes short new pieces from 
local and national artists. Two 
distinctly different programs offer 
a stunning spectrum of miniature 
puppetry work. Curated by Susan 
Haas with Michael Sommers and 
Philip Bither. Copresented with 
Open Eye Figure Theatre.

Support provided by The McKnight Foundation.

 
 

 

Puppetry/Theater

William 
Kentridge/
Handspring 
Puppet 
Company    
Woyzeck on the 
Highveld

Thursday–Saturday,
March 24–26, 8 pm
$24 ($20) Thursday; 
$30 ($25) Friday–Saturday

 

Artist/filmmaker William  
Kentridge directs this adaptation  
of Georg Buchner’s famous play 
about jealousy, murder, and 
the ultimate destruction of an 
individual by an uncaring society. 
The original title character was 
a 19th-century German soldier, 
but in this version he’s a migrant 
worker in 1956 Johannesburg. 
Bringing together rod-manipu-
lated puppets, live actors, and 
Kentridge’s own animated film, 
this rare remount was the first 
collaboration between Kentridge 
and Capetown-based Handspring 
Puppet Company, known inter-
nationally for its extraordinary 
experiments and innovations in 
the art of puppetry.
Support provided by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation and Producers’ Council members 
Leni and David Moore, Jr./The Moore Family 
Fund for the Arts of The Minneapolis  
Foundation.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance

Lucinda 
Childs
Dance

Thursday–Saturday, 
April 7–9, 8 pm
$20 ($16) Thursday;  
$28 ($24) Friday–Saturday

 
 

 

More than 30 years after the  
controversial performance in 
Minneapolis, Lucinda Childs’ 
Dance returns as a modern 
classic. In this landmark collabo-
ration among three groundbreak-
ing artists, Childs’ minimalist 
accumulations, repetitions, and 
variations respond to a driving 
score by Philip Glass, with Sol 
LeWitt’s larger-than-life film 
version of the piece serving as 
the sole setting. Dance unfolds 
as a spellbinding interweaving of 
past and present, recorded and 
live, as images of the original 
cast—including Childs in a 
20-minute solo—are projected on 
a translucent surface in front of 
the dancers onstage. This historic 
remounting is an opportunity to 
see a piece whose radical chore-
ography, music, and film has over 
the decades attained a unique 
neoclassical grandeur. Presented 
in conjunction with the exhibi-
tion Sol LeWitt (November 18, 
2010–April 24, 2011).
Support provided in honor of Dale Schatzlein 
(1948–2006) and his important work in  
support of dance and jazz in the Twin Cities. 
 
 

Music

Tony Allen
Saturday, April 23, 8 pm
$30 ($25) in advance;  
$35 ($30) day of show
The Cedar
416 Cedar Avenue South, 
Minneapolis

 
 
 

 
 

During his 15 years as an anchor 
of Fela Kuti’s legendary Africa 
’70 ensemble, the self-taught 
Tony Allen became widely  
acknowledged as one of the 
world’s best percussionists. With 
Fela out front, Allen essentially 
created the beat behind Afro-
beat, fusing Nigerian rhythms 
with American jazz, funk, and 
soul for a hard-driving, horns-
rich, politically insurrectionary 
genre that has been a dominant 
force in African music and a huge 
global influence since the 1970s. 
His latest solo recording, Secret 
Agent, has been hailed as a 
magisterial return to hardcore 
Afrobeat. For his Minneapolis 
debut, he brings to the stage 
a cadre of nine musicians and 
singers from around the globe. 
Copresented with the Cedar.
Support provided by The McKnight  
Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation.

Photos: ©
 Nathaniel Tileston
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ARTISTIC VOICES

Connect with the Artists
Activities include workshops, discussions, opening-
night celebrations, open rehearsals, or even the 
chance to perform. We look forward to your partici-
pation in the unique experiences these programs 
have to offer. For details and audio/video clips  
for each project, and to sample the season’s five- 
minute trailer to catch a glimpse of all of the  
artists in action, visit walkerart.org.

Walker Channel
Watch live webcasts of Walker programs, such as 
Making Music and Talking Dance lectures, and 
mine archives that include podcasts, remarks by 
hundreds of contemporary artists from a variety of 
disciplines, panel discussions involving critics and 
audiences, artist talks, and musical and literary 
performances by some of today’s leading voices.  
Visit channel.walkerart.org.

CHIME IN

Online Conversations
After the show, join a conversation about it  
online, where you’ll also find articles, reviews, 
and interesting facts about each event. Visit the 
Walker’s Facebook page and blogs.walkerart.org.

A Think and a Drink
Join other Walker members for this exclusive event 
that brings together curators and artists before 
a performance to socialize over light snacks and 
a drink at our cash bar. Save the dates: Ralph 
Lemon (9/24/2010), Brad Mehldau (11/5/2010), 
and Lucinda Childs (4/8/2011). Limited space and 
discounted tickets available. Make a reservation at 
membership@walkerart.org or 612.375.7655.
 
SpeakEasy
Meet at the back of the Balcony Bar after every 
Saturday dance and Out There performance for an 
informal dialogue with a Walker tour guide and a 
local choreographer or theater artist. Think book 
club, but with a performance. Jump into the discus-
sion or just listen in as others hash it out after the 
show. Your questions. Your answers. Risk-free. 

Gallery Tours
Before select performances, spend time in the 
Walker galleries on a guided tour exploring themes 
present in the show you’re about to experience. 
Tour length: 45 minutes. Capacity is limited; to 
reserve a tour spot, call 612.375.7600. 

Music

TUNNG
Saturday, May 7, 8 pm
$17 ($15)
 
This wistful and winning ex-
perimental music collective from 
London bubbles up strangely com-
pelling chamber pop that floats 
in the shadows of electronica 
and rustic folk. Beloved and 
revered for its bucolic oddness 
and modernist gleam, Tunng’s 
polyphonic future folk blossoms 
with enchanting melodies, sim-
mering grooves, and found sound 
that has propelled the band into 
“a paradise of exceeded expecta-
tions” (Absolute Punk).  Don’t 
miss Tunng on this rare U.S. visit. 
Copresented with the Cedar.

Support provided by The McKnight Foundation.

 

Puppetry  
Walker Commission

Improbable 
The Devil and 
Mister Punch 
(A Work-in-Progress)

Thursday–Saturday, May 19–21
Thursday, 8 pm
Friday, 7 and 9:30 pm
Saturday, 7 pm
$15 ($12)
Location to be announced
 
Punch and Judy get slapped into 
the 21st century by the masters 
of contemporary puppet theater. 
The UK’s Improbable Theatre, a 
Walker favorite for their unex-
pected, often uproarious mix of 
puppetry, improvisation, comedy, 
raw honesty, and storytelling, 
returns with a timely new work 
in development that updates the 
Punch and Judy tradition, which 
for centuries has provided satiri-
cal, subversive commentary  
on current events. Improbable  
cofounder Julian Crouch says, 
“We can promise puppets and  
pianos, fingers and hands,  
crocodiles and sausages. It’s a 
beautiful and dirty show about 
love and fighting—not for the 
squeamish.” Copresented with 
Bedlam Theatre. Created and 
produced by Improbable and 
Pomegranate Arts. 
Commissioned by the Walker Art Center  
and Philadelphia Live Arts Festival.  
Support provided by the William and Nadine  
McGuire Commissioning Fund, The McKnight 
Foundation, and the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation.
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SELECTED EXHIBITIONS MAKE A NIGHT OF IT

BALCONY BAR

The upper balcony of the McGuire Theater is the 
place to meet the artists, talk about the show, and 
enjoy a drink ($5 wine, $3 beer, $2 soda). Open 
after all performances and before select shows. 
For details, visit walkerart.org.

 

20.21 Restaurant & Bar 

Enjoy modern dining with contemporary taste. 
20.21’s Asian-inspired dishes favor locally  
grown ingredients and seasonal menus. Present 
your ticket on the day of the show to save $1  
on your drink. Reservations: 612.253.3410 or 
walkerart.org/2021.

Guillermo Kuitca: Everything— 
Paintings and Works on Paper, 
1980–2008
Through September 19, 2010

A Shot in the Dark
August 12, 2010–March 20, 2011

From Here to There:  
Alec Soth’s America
September 12, 2010–January 2, 2011

Yves Klein: With the Void, Full Powers
October 23, 2010–February 13, 2011

Sol LeWitt
November 18, 2010–April 24, 2011

50/50: Audience and Experts  
Curate the Paper Collection
December 16, 2010–July 17, 2011

Event Horizon
Through August 5, 2012
Featuring Eiko & Koma’s Naked, November 2–30

The Spectacular of  
Vernacular
November 18, 2010–April 24, 2011
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Philippe Quesne/
Vivarium Studio

L’effet de Serge

“L’effet de Serge ... communicates the essence of theater itself. It demonstrates how the 
simplest object, the merest gesture, can produce wonder.” —Village Voice
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Season Preview
9/9/2010
Free

Kidd Pivot 
Frankfurt RM
10/14–16/2010
$18 ($15) Thursday
$25 ($21) Friday– 
Saturday

Jenny Scheinman 
Mischief  
and Mayhem 
12/2/2010 
$22 ($18) 

OUT THERE
Philippe Quesne/
Vivarium Studio
1/27–29/2011
$18 ($15) Thursday 
$22 ($18) Friday– 
Saturday

Tyondai 
Braxton/
Wordless Music 
Orchestra
3/4/2011
$25 ($21)

Tony Allen 
4/23/2011 
The Cedar
$30 ($25) in advance
$35 ($30) day of show

Efterklang + 
Buke & Gass
9/11/2010
$18 ($15)

Eiko & Koma 
11/2–30/2010 
Gallery 2  
Free with gallery  
admission

OUT THERE
Betontanc/  
UMKA.LV  
1/6–8/2011
$18 ($15) Thursday 
$22 ($18) Friday– 
Saturday  

Kronos 
Quartet x 2 
2/4–5/2011 
$45 both shows
$30 ($25) each

Toy Theatre 
After Dark
3/10–20/2011  
Open Eye Figure 
Theatre 
$25 ($20) festival pass 
$15 ($12) single show 
$8 under age 12

Improbable 
5/19–21/2011 
Location to be 
announced 
$15 ($12)

Ralph Lemon
9/23–25/2010
$20 ($16)  Thursday 
$28 ($24) Friday– 
Saturday

Brad Mehldau/
SPCO 
11/5–6/2010
$25 ($21)

OUT THERE
Gob Squad 
1/13–15/2011
$18 ($15) Thursday
$22 ($18) Friday– 
Saturday 

Sam Green/ 
Dave Cerf
2/12/2011
Cinema
$15 ($12)

William 
Kentridge/ 
Handspring  
Puppet Company 
3/24–26/2011
$24 ($20) Thursday 
$30 ($25) Friday– 
Saturday

TUNNG
5/7/2011
$17 ($15)

Dave Douglas &
Keystone/ 
Bill Morrison
10/7/2010
$25 ($21)

Choreo-
graphers’ 
Evening
11/27/2010 
$20 ($16)

OUT THERE
Berlin
1/20–22/2011 
$18 ($15) Thursday 
$22 ($18) Friday– 
Saturday

Sarah  
Michelson/ 
Richard  
Maxwell
2/17–19/2011
$18 ($15) Thursday 
$25 ($21) Friday– 
Saturday

Lucinda Childs
4/7–9/2011
$20 ($16) Thursday 
$28 ($24) Friday– 
Saturday

PERFORMING ARTS SEASON 2010–2011

WALKER ART CENTER

($) = Walker members



KRONOS QUARTET x 2
Music without Borders/What’s New?

“Boisterously breaking down nearly every conceivable genre barrier that ever existed for the 
string quartet, this audacious ensemble has changed our perception of not just what a string 
quartet can be, but what music can be in the 21st-century global village.” —Musical America

Sam Green/Dave Cerf
Utopia in Four Movements

“The most compelling screening of the entire [2010 Sundance] festival. Utopia was not only 
utterly moving but a reminder that there is real power conjured through the irreplaceable and 
unreproducible experience of collectively watching cinema.” —Huffington Post
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“When Sarah Michelson is on, her work brooks no resistance. There is an inevitability to it, and 
a relentlessness, from which you do not, cannot, look away.” —New York Times

SARAH MICHELSON/RICHARD MAXWELL
Martyrdom

Tyondai Braxton/
Wordless Music Orchestra

“Tyondai has with great ambition and detail-loving hard work created music that is a mashup of 
20th-century music and has bravely taken an extra step: into the unknown.” —Björk 
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Toy Theatre AFTER DARK 

“Open Eye Figure Theatre continues to offer up fascinating work in its compressed dream  
factory space.... Puppets are so evocative, unpredictable, and weird. Go see some.”  
—City Pages

WILLIAM KENTRIDGE/
HANDSPRING PUPPET COMPANY

Woyzeck on the Highveld

“Rare and singular stage treat. Every once in a while the universe conspires to bring together 
an astonishing collection of talents who produce a thing of enduring magic and wonder.... 
Woyzeck on the Highveld is such a creation.” —Cape Times (South Africa)
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LUCINDA CHILDS
Dance

“Expands the contrasts between actual and virtual, life-sized and larger than life.... The piece 
establishes a serene liveliness from the outset.” —Village Voice

Tony Allen

“There is no question that Tony Allen is a genius, one of the greatest percussionists in the  
history of popular music.” —Guardian (UK)
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Improbable 
The Devil and Mister Punch (A Work-in-Progress)

“Improbable ... is one of the most energizing and provocative forces in British theatre.”  
—Guardian (UK)

TUNNG

“Pitting finger-picking acoustic guitars against gentle synthesised beats, East London’s Tunng 
presents an aural collision of past and present ... the perfect soundtrack for a lazy post-millen-
nial afternoon in the sunshine.” —Daily Telegraph
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Buy More. Save More.

Save 15% when you buy 5–6 shows
Save 20% when you buy 7–9 shows
Save 25% when you buy 10+ shows

612.375.7600    
walkerart.org/tickets
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Cover: Philippe Quesne/Vivarium Studio   L’effet de Serge
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